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FASHION DESIGNER PRESENTS ORGANIC OSCARS
- Babywear range declared winner -
A babywear brand was the runaway winner at the organic Oscars earlier this month.  Acclaimed fashion designer Katharine Hamnett CBE presented Organics for Kids with the ‘Best Organic Textile Product’ in the Natural & Organic Awards 2011.

The Award sponsored by GOTS (Global Organics Textile Standard) coincides with Organics for Kids’ launch of its summer range.  The collection which includes gingham and polo styles all with matching bibs and sun hats plays on the fun bold prints that have become its signature brand.  
The company was set up seven years ago by Jane Shepherd, an economist with a passion for the environment and textiles. Jane is the creative force behind the designs and her distinctive range is born from her doodles where she combines funky with classical.  Design, practicality and comfort lie at the heart of each new range.  Many of the garments are reversible so that they can be mixed and matched.
“By choosing organic cotton you will feel how soft, stylish and luxurious it can be and at the same time change thousands of lives for the better,” says organic cotton champion Katharine Hamnett.  “The difference to cotton farmers and their families is huge.”

The Award recognised Organics for Kids for its overarching commitment to UK manufacture and local partnerships.  Chairman of the judges and Trade Relations Manager for the Soil Association, Lee Holdstock, said “We appreciate how challenging the Global Organic Textile Standard (GOTS) is to achieve and we were universally impressed that Jane  has not only achieved a broad range of well designed and fun products, but also managed to provide job security to a Nottingham factory.”
The entire range is manufactured by a small family-run factory in Nottingham whose survival was under threat when the global textiles sector opened up a few years ago and they lost most of their clients overnight, mainly to China.  

 “Our margins may be lower than brands which manufacture overseas,” says Jane Shepherd, “but what we forego in profits we gain in quality, flexibility, a great relationship and peace of mind.”
The babywear and toddler range is available in John Lewis, independent stores throughout the UK and online.  “John Lewis has worked with Organics for Kids for a few years now and it continues to be a popular choice amongst our customers,” says Faye Wilson, John Lewis Babywear Buyer.  “We're thrilled to be supporting the brand which manufactures its high quality products within the UK.”

For cotton to be classed as organic it must be grown in soil that has been chemical-free for at least three years.  The consumer’s guarantee of authenticity is the Soil Association symbol which complies with the Global Organic Textile Standard (GOTS) – the international gold standard for organic textiles ensuring environmentally and socially responsible harvesting, manufacturing and labelling.
- ends -
NOTE TO EDITORS
Images, catalogue, interviews available on request

Organics for Kids

www.organicsforkids.com
Tel: 01865 379230

Available : John Lewis, independent stores, online
Recommended Retail Price examples: Bandanna Bibs  £7.60; T-shirts £13; Rompers £15.50

Cotton Farming – The Facts

Conventional cotton represents 10% of world agriculture and uses 25% of the world's pesticides.  20,000 people die every year from accidental pesticide poisoning in conventional cotton agriculture (World Health Organisation).  A further 1,000,000 people a year suffer from long-term pesticide poisoning (Pesticide Action Network) http://www.pan-uk.org/ 

Many small farmers are crippled by debt from such a high dependence on pesticides and fertilisers, and as prices have risen many livelihoods have been wiped out. Non-organic cotton is also harsh on the environment, causing reduced soil fertility, loss of biodiversity and water pollution. 
Organics for Kids works closely with two cotton suppliers in Turkey, the second largest producer of cotton with an excellent reputation for quality.  Both pay a fair price to the farmers for their cotton. 

Soil Association

The Soil Association promotes planet-friendly foods and farming through education, campaigns and community projects.  Its textile standards comply with the Global Organic Textile Standard (GOTS) – the international gold standard for organic textiles.
www.soilassociation.org
GOTS  (Global Organic Textile Standard)
GOTS is the internationally recognised gold standard for organic textiles.  Its rigorous certification process covers everything along the supply chain from farm to consumer; and is the definitive environmental and social responsibility standard for farming, processing and labelling.
www.global-standard.org
Contact: Christopher Stopes, GOTS representative for UK and Ireland

stopes@global-standard.org
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